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, substance © OF empl ee basis: The ASSUUTID tions « common to ooh 
horizons of intelligibility, which perhaps could characterize a 
ie c common to all who are considered Zapotec, have not been 
tematic exploration. We do not know if there really is such a 
inion. Apparently, they have formed what would more precisely 
altural confi gurations on a regional level. 


Each people's peace is as distinct as each peop '$ es poetry. 
‘ van ich 


¢ oy DEY S FBR TL rie grand 
In the house in Mexico City, where, Gustavo Esteva was born, ae ee 


L ; she was an Indian. Lik 
SLL snter through the front door, because $ aS < iar ; : é ) 
ine sae 1 Zapotec pueblo’ and none of the Zapotec languages have 


= » best she : 
other people of her generation, his mother assumed that the be ue ae ae , te 7 
we eee ‘ Or war), DOW: can we address the question of the meaning of 


for her children was to radically uproot them from their in \digenou: 
in order to avoid the exclusion and discrimi ination she had suffered. 


in O% the s symbolic pereaiot of the real world, the way in which we ve 


adored his grandmother and spent many holidays with her 
Zapotec world, . 
x Ag : 
Like many other people of his generation, Esteva reclaimed his ow fe 
roots late in his life. In his early 40s, when he was suffering. the © 
; 3 : “ np tgs atte ovis Ob PE. apn aie ny MS eX PREIEE FETS ci Pe 
frustration with development and he was trying to discover his aw aj 
yer anid: such 


began to remember his experiences with his grandmotl put 
reconedi him with his people at the grassroots. He now lives ina. ‘ay eh 


3 - meaning of “peace among the Zapotec, who lack an equivalent 
near the place where his grandmother was born. : 


but it follows wir TOY a Ai nguistic problem. Many of our Zapotec interlocutors speak 
Arturo Guerrero has a very di frerent sto ae 


alienation and rediscovery, ' 
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This chapter is about the Zapotecs, the largest Indian pueb blo’ - S 
ane of the mast important and numerous midigenous groups | ind . 
the American continent. There are at least half a million p seople wi 


peiween Zapotecs, one can insert the Spanish word, paz, 
Ae caning ; dey ed oe, the Pe ix romana and ae ie in 


YETED % tes Crag, 3 
e beta are ps articul nasty 2 ecacleas for ie con tripu acd sof ue ue laude " 


partic ular wh 3 


ile 2, BOTEC OF. alee une 
‘to lea ein peace’, ! 440 not t make noise,’ ho 
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: know what the word peace means ‘out there’ in the larger. 
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alluctes to a condition that not only relates to what the other does Gvho c+ s did not imply an 1 adn 


years ago, SOMe O { these regional com: munities seem to 
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not to confront one, whe o leaves one be), but to the relati on itself, to the e hundred 
2 ype ot corned tail on, which preceded the meabii shin ent of an 


things existing in this relation, which seems to lead to multiple directian 
: wh at is now ns Th as a Men! re she un, Here 3 in the first part of 


which is onlv understood, from outside, through appreciation of the 
In everyday practice, the peoples of the Sierra, the : a ae , Chinan 
Mixes of the Northern Sierra of Oaxaca, speak of being well ioperhiet ai 


ofthe : ae cities of f the ods im} Hs cine. 
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¢" ; gis t% ANE a hay rid tea € QE i Rother. iy ut thre corntemp MOrary cancept or peace decline and fe MP Ce serie a suffere eh cone PPUOUS Bo eric dow WW a 

: | 5 consolidated ; 


seem to relate to this. Wich himself warned that ‘the peace of every np | 
ae e little resistance that the ceca mine in Oaxaca ended, 


as different as the poetry of every nation. Hence, the translat 
arduaus a task as the translation of poetry’ (ilich, 1981, p. 1). Th 
not simply with translation, but with the search for homeamorphic Bere 
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jere were — rmishes with Zapotecs fram different nes OY alllances 
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mic an a <a igi ous oppression characteristic © at ‘this regime, offen 
ion of their own political and religious au thorities. At the 
almost all regional structures had been dismantled and the 
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riot artsie $ 
that yield a plurality of ideas: the search does not give Er 
concept of the dominant culture, but seeks to identify equivalent . 


for a social function that seems to exist, with multiple variants anda 
in diverse cultures, : 


ved in relatively isolated rural communities. 
Only through unbearable distortions can the practices which ‘ Gi the colonial rule, among nearly a] oF ie Ss ieee 
wading equivalents of that soci: fier snetion it hee ; Fare as well, a communal reall firmation of the relationship with the 
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sc and which experts call residential identity. 
ay of life in these communities perhaps provides historic 


in Mesoamerica, nat ronlys ta ihe Zapotec ad ways of ofbeing | that SCCM E 
the regional and cultural configuration of Sierra Judrez of Oaxaca, where Za 
Chinantecs and Mixes coexist, Howe et, our elaboration concentrates on ancient traditions, in which the rooting to a particular place 
Rego of Slerra Judrez: our Interpretations as to the meaning of ‘peace’ : Even today, every community maintains a distinct way of 
strictly applied to this small region. While we are confident that oe : s existence. This unique vision may surfac ein the neighboring 
apply to BHiet regions, and pe erhaps even to other Mesoamerican pu i with which there is frequent interaction. In some cases, a COMMON 
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Y betwe GOT! «the La spotec oe COM aniunit es of fie feud ae of ae 
Southern Sierra and of the isthmus. The areas occupied by these 
ent al most half the land area of the state of Oaxaca and 
“te 43 sory. In recent Anda this terri Ory tea extended to other 
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According to identified archeological evidence, the first human settler 


territories of what are now the Mexican states of € JaXAC a and Puelk la D 
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e, even the 


distortions. The terms and concepts alla Z, 
entered into this text despite es authars’ resistance, ‘habits’ and ‘b 


seem inappropriate lor discussing 2 the issue that we want to ACCESS. Ho 4 | treatment 
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vou talk of ‘peace’ in commumities where the word is unknown and | 
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sut irrelevant?’ Communities where the ideas of “Tustice’ ¢ and soc) 
entirely | fore ign of ry have radical iv rifferené meanings than the cor 
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understanding? The differences are not past sroebanrat but of sibs : ciated oe 
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- VOPYOREe the ame treatment ar cit ee DE ly og the rule if} Fhe 
all ca — by jhe Zapotecs aré aware that they are persons, knots of 
Sy elow Every ee ivid val Ski 
neo : in is a bearer of these nets, wh 
who read this text, legality is associated with law and justice, furisc “aS Such and the dist] paras 
: ee ee qistinet person he or she 
area of authority, a jury isa judicial body. But legality and sete ion of homogeneous at E E Ori sne 
: SH & OHS 2 fy HY a ay i abate i ce ry. * , he 6 ircurristarnic CEs 
under circumstances in which the word was law. They are derived ire e also different and should bec Jeataliv tak Se SE EEE ee 
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say’ and dictie, ‘the action of saying, statem ent,’ associated with jus, } € same ool COMIN ‘ 
sak 5 its ei same offence, he > does so) cf 
" e GOES SO in different 


relates to the law. The jury comes from swear, ‘to make a lene 


are based on different presupp pasitions. 
The fractions associatec a with certain words illustrate the difficult 


invoking a deity’ In many Indian communities, w hat we call ‘lega yh : 
e convinced of 


resemblance with what the origins of these words mean, but not what th 
today. Despite its gradual subjugation to the king rom of the aly ah rent oe as a. af 
Poe POOP. Gere are no written 


eine And yet, even the COmUk know v 


ee 
way of being still defines their life.7 

In 1997 in Oaxaca, intense discussions took plac fe concerning a) 
indigenous pueblos and communities, which, among other things, 
recognize their ‘intern Me normative systems’ in positive law and - 
under formal regulation. In those discussions, Zapotec and 4 i 


vigorously defended is oral nature of their rules of conduct. - 
resisted any attempt to enclose them ina text. They knew well the cc 


ts ayy offence. if the Case POS fC ape ioingeal sea 

é an authority, social contral 

ae the sehation of the person who is involved: all are attentive 

authorities will decide. The deviation from what i ie bo desea 
JUG Wave: serious consequences. 

es the | figure of justice sab Hndfolkled woman,’ Marcos said 

ar rt her with her eve es wide es A, 80 thats She Can see ; one ria 
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‘are, all 
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Chapters 7 arc i 2 , 7 
* Ed. In Pais book, manifold chapters underine the im sortance of « ite 
comprehend, experience and grasp peace. To find panes f ay 
cultures, Le. in non-Native American cultures, See eape 


Miidle has ‘ 


Liens to ee per san w vho has comm nitted an offenge is to meet 


perhaps co } 
ol y nsolation._ t As assumed } that such a person is in 


th at they | ree Squire supernatural assistanc e. 


is peace cant be found in Chapter 4” 


he preve ention of the scourge of written rules 


displeasure ard cos 


In some dapotec 


misconduct, a crime por: 
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is to allow time for the elaeny tO 


him een. OD. ihe de lirhous state ah at assume ony! took control over hin. 


sjuiry to the ex ected cuicome: ecu ae ie iy intervention, 


‘. See YES ext | Roary r 3 ue 2gax3 oe 
he have committed the offense. Once they have tre tablishment of harmony between the 
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parties. 
His > to fait ab i tt i s°4 ihe ou ie (that to maintain a er ieva nce is bad for the health of 
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eaten the matter, he regains complete freedom. 


mand the comununity. it is necessay ry to release it, although this 
i +4 ert OFL. & ¢ : eTBation to the « 
From that moment on, ¥ wh at is important is the compens: € 


Ea 


3 to happen immediately. Sometimes the injury can wait until one 
of the offense. In most cases, the result is known by all. Som ee yestas in the villa =F wW whi 
simply to repair the damage, for examp nle covering for the value of a cd: 
comfield, providing a number of turkeys or goats equivalents to dike tha 
stolen or abused, and so on. Other times, the oNense generates a pen 


ich are eh ss aces that are estab e for airing old 


: ¥, _ when all these mechanisms have proved futile and the grievance 
% B tote ie ghatagt ook ’ “bye poeere cry RAPP EHD CCHPES rite “e EOF ity ag 
or at least prolonged, responsibility. The person w yo com a 


net 


erson who still feels the erievance can turn to other r governing 


her they be regional, which have the same character ~ to the head 


example, is now economically responsible for the family of ae ceay pe 
As a result of the burden of the two families, he may have to mae k 
United States regula tly, to earn some dollars. For him, escape ' would be 4 
than prison or death. Usually he becomes a hard-working, complying 
The comniunity recognizes and appreciates his effort and respons ibility. 


cas ee ror ge fle ~ or the state or federal ce 


times no stigma is laid upon him, but in the case of a serious cri 
person is not allowed to have important cargos in the communuy > 


has lost his moral authority. oe mechanisms try to encourage the balancing of all 


lout equalizing or standardizing) \ and to continually qias the 
4 in terms of ideas and behavior, so that everyone can fulfill them 

onflicts. But inevitably some conflicts arise. People deviate from the 
mite errors u at alfe ct everyone tae 


Governing bodies which resolve conflicts 


The intense vitality of communities, the density 0 f their relati . nsh t 
interactions and the splendid differentiation between the peopie, 4 ‘ 
proliferation af conflicts, which have worsened with the b roade : 

dee Spans of the relationship with other cultures and the larger society. 
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are appearing w hich, until recently, were entirely unheard of, such 


ish it. This is what. is consitlerex uly important We aay 
i the they do not seek to punish those who committed an offense. If the 
2 an attempt is made to provide support, natural or supernatural, 
he ‘compensation fo the victim. But all this has to be at the service 
uy vortant thing: the cultivation of harmony among the people in 
somethin, z hat moves beyond forgiveness. 


related to the economy. : ee od 
sae hatiwweon those directiy oEVoONVete | 
Most of the conflicts are resolved between those directly vores © 


the Intervention of their immediate or exte nded fares. scm . 5 
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do not achieve resolution there and are taken to the local authonuts 
4 Ae 2% & * so 

have different levels and areas of responsibility, and sometime oe 


governing bodies. ae 
In many communities, the agents of the solution can have 4 | 
nature. In the same way that the offense or the conflict can be a , 
them, their help can be sought to resolve it. A wit tch, 4 siyeot si a | p 
be an effective intermediary for this purpose and «¢ “an direct ly cont 
le aioe ine CIDE | ne euanaienl et the eee of a 


BES, BOSSIP is an act of introspection. People belong to the 
| the c cM unity belon: 25 ie: then, brat { perhaps the really iS ret 
se as ms. a ot ties are The Soma Rueaity. The settling of issues 
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concrete ee ity of the situation where the words acquire 2 the eir mea ning . Exe 


we move closer to the everyday experience, | 


Yas vavila, in the an “on of the Sherr 
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time the speaker accommodates hir 


ss Juarez, we seern to find in the 
oe a : estes ee thee alte a : 
new situations: the art of the oral trac iditio nis roote ed pr : oebely i Ene € da aly 
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 CONIANUN: al 
between nen and hope. 
In everyday conversation, the repetition of stories and cultural formu! : 
is evident. fuereone knows them. They know the gestures. They have : r to appreciate the mental ; space that operate : S as a framework for 
and heard all this again and again, and, every me, enjoy the same st ory Lexperience, we need to appeal to the notio 
cultural formulas, woven into recent or new y stories. Thus they participate in 
communion, the everyday shart 8 with ‘established’ phrases sinfi nitely re pea 
in which what matters is precisely the celebration of the common experien 
and the reaffirmation of Us in front of the external Other. - 
The oral tradition does not contain the complex categories found in writ 
the oral tradition, thought and expression relate to what is one’s own, p 
which one is close to, the street and the flower, the known and recognized 0 
living environment, the everyday reality. In general, everyday commun ica 
a story t that describes the personal relations bet tween Us and the Ot hers.” EL cae ts 
The serrana community is a zone of verbal challenge. Proverbs, riddles, n inal territory, in which (ii) authority fulfills an éreaniaitional 
insults, the evasion of direct answers, beating around the bush and respor ginning with (iii) communal work and (iv) fiestas, creating a world 
with other questions are some manifestations of this daily combat, a bat 
wits where you can seek to wound the adversary, but also pursue a is 4 intelligibility, is to create a 
Kindness, grace (see below}. a realization of everyday politics. This is not merely ¢ 


4 nis is not merely a di scOuUrsE: HE is 
Urlike | ve occurs in writing, established, linear and rev arsibl : the form of making decisions and of Carrying si collective work: 


wuniter of action, word and crea ton; in the convivial ity between us, 
the world and the unspeakable, with a dispo 


i. guetza, in what would be a local way 
ions which ¢ cTe ate) n armony, as we will discuss belc 


st 


of naming 


1 of communality:* 
passing myth of the communal Oaxacan ee at - horizon of 
ty derived from the movement and the interpenetratior 


piral outward, formed by relations with the other since the Cone est, 


ifie communal We is constructed into a subordina te position. As 


| imposition generates resistance, if constitutes an adaptation: it 


be 


: to the carmmiunal wo a an innovation that is deemed nece S$ary 
lure, because without it a confrontation would be produced that 
to destruction. And secon d, the spiral foward, whose 


the vernacular la nguage. These five elements are the foundation 
Ally. To share the myth, the horizon of intelligibility, ix 
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tradition there is nothing to re urn to in order to confirm what was sud 
once said, it disappears. But to repeat w vhat was just said, continually en 
redundancy, is a way for those speaking to remain in fune wit h a anc - 
speaker must repeat the same thing or something similar several time ont § on this horizon for a common understanding, between different 
understood (there is always someone who will not understand) to co 5 OLE eblos and lan, guages of the Northern Sierra of Oaxaca, which 
t a hom comorphic equivalent of harm ony, the dual order of the 
sreciproct “ity fe oS a 


GW 403 sition Ot service for 
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insist upon certain ideas, creatin ae W hat might be called ‘continger ti a 
me or trae ef smeqhire. 
aleve nt only within a particular discourse of way oO} speaking 
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> communal, wit complex and subtle 
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ecinprocily a ip pe ars asa commitment aria ot Fier oa ne “ 46 whole ere ne ig able to 
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people close to one another, which establishes a complex system ¢ nly, the face-to-face encounter between citizens Is : assured aie 


symbolic and emotional exchanges of mutual aid, where a sense of ¢ are made for as se who will occu 


ownership and personal freedom is forged. It is the normative framework ts which were reached will 


py ae CATEOS 
pe implemented. | *appoinimen 
af the moment that the ules considers it necessary. 
sembly, the two main types of relations are regulated and 
: trals of com mun nalitve the inward (between us} and the 
L the Other, both regional and extra-regior 


Reaanaad 


movement that again and again weaves the Interdependence between 
creating new Hinks, between | chi arm and the gods and the dead, and thus. 


the communal territory. : 

Reciprocity ap é ears, therefore, as the ethical principle of commune 
Oe PPO dies the comury Vey ‘ the POOL sie close to him will take “oftee, ‘ 
anything else to re e family for use duri ng the wake and the rosaries. This 
will do the same at the next opportunity, not necessarily for another dea 


wo spir 
1a). Thus, in the assembly 
appointed, the governing bodies wht ich: » necessary for the 
ane COMMUNITY are genre erated (such as committees) and work 
| : good is organized (the 2 fequias). Therefore, the assernbly is the 
more, the service one offers to the community through cargos a ppears ronting together the problems of all, although this may imply an 
woven into the very reciprocity by which the community exists. 
The gueluguetza and reciprocity are basic complementary pel mci 


n, family or group. Communal well-being, harmony, is largely 
K fulllled in the asse emb oy sees con Bi icts are ee and 
practices among the pueblos of Oaxaca. They are known as § : 
vuelta, suetz, gozona and other names, and form part of the secret of they 
la are M4 artinez Luna, Zapotec of Guelataa, has attempted to up pes im . - be recreated every nae 
the concept of guelaguetza with the neologism compartencta (the sharin : 
means ‘an ac tivity that involves respect, dedication and consistency: 
2003, p. 38). It is comprised of sharing life willingly and partict 
grace fully in the festive celebration of Us. In this sense, the verbs 
(reciprocity) and share (guelaguetza) define the ontology of commul 
very movement from the ethical to the aesthetic that 1 they generate 
of communal proportion, the way in which harmony ts cultivated i : 
With the cuelaguetza and reciprocity, the social fabric is wav 
territory is re-created each day. ‘This creative act requires the i free Ge 
may be exercised from the foundali ans of the myth by the commun ; 
through the two institutions with which this authorily is at ; 
the structural dimension of the world: the assembly and the ca 


aly it is decided who will organize the fiesta for the patron saint; 
with hammers of a dal foad vendor located on communal 
road, by considering its operation outside of the norms of 
r the us cision fo use the resources fram a nested se stry in 


: but that has a clear ae ite community’ 5 eck are dose 
from ms imraniis, an cd the money that was produced th rough the 
right create discord. seems better to build the most increclible 
. the region, which will distinguish the image of this commun ity 
Au of power and, above all, w ith such up-to-date facilities 
“will create a bridge between the traditional community 
| 4 that same community among migrants in the United States. 
assembly will ultimately determine the validity of the gue elgus immunity relations, the general as seaihly er een 
in the communal pt ‘e; it gives them practical application 
as possible, their continuity and permanence. 


The assembly i the highest forum ¢ xf reflection, cist 


1 ane ® a cardinal role in determin) ing the ways in which each 


suelaguetza. In. general, when there are differences 

me : : on it is nota Problem between individuals, but of 

decision making. it is the constituent W fe very: We within tne | : _ L aie on ues riercon num EH oo conflicts Bre ¢ Ponirc ated from 
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music band from the village participates in ib 1e fiesta held | by the 


2 itt, bub it is possible 
mi another ~ Grol, peo eis close tc ort ye SUpern: atv) 
toge 4 ff one has hea appropriate disposition, one will capture 


ge imposed by one community on 


population, or in the case of the sieg 


in the turbulent second decade of the twentieth century. 


Harmony in regional, sectorial, mic ro-regional and municipal spac pee : wll eapbate 
aaa : : exists in what the olher gives, will recognize the abundance of 


| fudge out loud or in silence that this person, action, saving, 
‘ein the moment of joy. Grace is a briefly shared illumination. 
ving the gift, given by the other, one appreciates what was received, 


a complex give-and. take in the communal assemblies. ‘Better a bac 
than a good lawsul “is a saying that See widely in the region, te 
the importance of agreernent among different groups. 

Work, another foundation of commun oe y, is made concrete in th 
which Lis both a collective creation for the common good and one of th 
mechanisms to facilitate processes of communal i dent fication and di 
tiation. The teguio is the free and compulsory service that all me smber: 


: i leasu re ~ thus, one reciprocates i -, a ee pleasure, which 

llective in the sparkle of the gnelaguet 

other so that life may pass with grace. One cr the other fosters 
can enjoy it. Grace is the value that we attribute to the actions 


eammunity prowide, so that evervone can help meet the comunun fe . Laces Lares g ns 
community provis de, so that everyone can nely rat t they a att? ibute to our acti ons, when this s gesture, ee yee 


The call to perform tequila : 
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